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The Dey Manailon
Totowa Road, Lower Preaskness
Wayne Townshlp, Pasgsaic County, New Jersey

Owner: Passaic County Park Commission
Date of Erection: About 1740
Archiltects

Builder: Dirck Dey

Present Condltion: Good

Number of Stories: Two

~

Materials of Construction: Foundation - stone

BExterior walls - front wall
brick made on the premises.
All corners have sandstone
guoina from the Little Fglls
Quarry. The ends and rear are
built of ordinary rubble of
split quarry and fleldstonse to
the eaves; above that the ends
sre brick. The wealla are laid
up in yellow clay

Interior walls « plaster penel

Floors - wood floors wifh
wmisual wide boards

Roof - gambrel with dormers
added at a later dates These
have been eliminated by C.W.A,
in 1935-'34
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Historlcel Data:

The bullding was erected by Dirck Dey
about 1740. He was a carpenter and from its
excellent finish, he must have built it for his
own residence,

It is thought that the east wing of
the house was the part built by Dirck Dey. He
gave this building to his son Colonel Theunis Dey
who added the west wing with the 12 foot hall.
This plaece has also been called "Bloomsburg Manor".
There are several letters from Esther or Hester Dey,
daughter of Colonel Dey, that were thus headed,

The house was vsed by Washington during
July and also during October and November of 1780.
Washington was at the Dey House when Count Rochembesu,
a commander of the French fleet, with 6,000 men on
board arrived at Newport. The American army moved
from Preskness to Paramus end then to Kings Ferry,
where the Hudson was crossed.

Weshington occupled, it is thought, the
four rooms of the originsl part of the house,
His office was In the southesst room. He used the
roocm to the rear of this for dining, except when
the official family was with him, then he used the
large hall.

Bibliography:

Informstion from Dr, W,H, Rauchfuss,
locel historian and cursator of Dey
Mansion

éupervising Historian

District Officer e,_,u a,.q 20, 3C ~re)



Plrek Dey, the third generatlion of the
femily in imerice, getbtled in Preslknecs 28 enrly
ag 1707, He nought the lsnd unon which this house
stands on October 9, 1717. Dirck bullt the nresent
house about 1740, Towever, it is possible thst he

L The completion of the regldence to his son

"hcunis Trek woe g freeholder of Ferpen County
and » member of the XHew Jersey Asgembly Tfrom 1748 -
1752,

Theonls ey was born on Cclober 289, 1726,
ar ag ovner of the iz nundred
& ccelonel of militia, s mewber
rembly and of The Hew Jerszeyw

of the Hew Jarsey As
r

21 Council.

Veaghinesteon entrusted the supervislon of
the terrvitory on the weest side of the Hudson shove
Mew Yorlk fay to Colonel Dey. 1t 1s natural that
the intimete relsition hetween them zhould develone
into 8 friendchip and thst he should conzider uwging
the Tey house when in thig vicinity, The first
recerd of "ﬂqujﬂ”ton'r pregence ot the ey Manslion
ig estebliched by o letter which he wrote on June 11,
78NS Mis aPmy wag encemnad in Gh

'[,,.J

he vicinit; Trom
July 3 to July 22, 1780; during bthat time Vashlngion
ueed as the headousriers the Uey liousze. The Tour
rooms on T sonh fﬁ“e were ooc uﬂ“ﬁﬂ hy the Cowmrender
in-Chiefl The southessh roowm or the navior on the
first £ hie office,.
The army moved on to Pararus st the end

of July, snd from bthat fime untll esrly Oectober,
' wmton vas cownalsning in the adson Hwnmlnwds.
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that Arnoldts: Lraitorshin
L”uvo Vg H“Dsr“ at Tanpan

to meke I more in-
Fenry O1 'HLOH woeg desirous
of rie Adl mtent=reneral by
in 2t i iy #ton decided to
return Lo the Deponic il= itr, e errivsaid
there on Cctober &. The aymy followed ihe naxt
fay anl remesined encampos there furins Cchtober snd
Woveriber,

‘re houre manzed fto lencrgl Flcherd ey
virng diznored of 1t te the Yeslliesn in 18221, Fe-
twesn 1901 snd 123D vhen the Fascalce Jounsy Sarl
Commicszion obbtzined nnorgacelion e hovee had sevene

teen ovinere.
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On its original sito as outlined by
the o0ld foundations, & kitchen and leanto was
erected in 1938, The plans for restboration
were nade by the late Charles 0. Cornelius of
Yew York, Ie, however, was unable bto complete
the work and HBggers aand Liggins zlso of Hew
YTork carried on. The latter werec responsible
for cutting off the roof space of tlie kitchen
vith a plaster ceiling. They also designed the
oast woll mantel and flreplace which hag weore In
cormon with Wew England than the Tuwteh Colonial
of New Jersey. They added leanto seems incongruous
end uvnwarranted by the meager evidence. The
impressicn 1s that of over elaborateness,.
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From earchiltectural notes nade by
Lewls De Cook
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